Firgrove Elementary School


Date: June 19, 2009
To: Char Krause; Almai Malit-Idler

CC: Firgrove staff; Vince Pecchia

From:  Kimberly Rose

Re:  The Library Media Program: Making a Difference in Student Learning

 2008 – 2009 Library Resource Center Annual Report (September 3 – June 19)

The purpose of this report is to review the Firgrove Elementary Library Resource Center program for the school year 2008-09. It is intended to demonstrate how the Library program impacts student learning in support of the educational goals and vision of our school. It also demonstrates ways in which I accomplish my roles as teacher of information skills, reading advocate, and information manager of Firgrove. As shown in numerous national studies, effective library programs have a highly positive effect on student achievement, and this report intends to reinforce those connections.
Library Accomplishments
The vision of the Library Resource center is to “ensure that students and staff are effective users of ideas and information.” In support of that vision, a number of accomplishments have occurred in the LRC this year:
1.) An important expansion of the Library Resource Center’s program this year was the continuation and enhancement of the Library website. I worked many hours to create, update, and manage the new Firgrove Elementary library website which contains over 1,300 websites and resources. This site includes a Teacher Resources page with links to lesson plans and other subject-related materials. Teachers and students have suggested websites and links to be added to the website. I continue to look for and evaluate websites to be added to the website in the future.

2.) I worked collaboratively with teachers to determine what lessons and library resources would be best during various parts of the year. Topics varied, but were taught at point of need, so that students would hopefully retain the skills for future lessons and activities.

3.) Collaborating with the 5th and 6th grade teachers on their State and Country reports led to lessons on note-taking and plagiarism.

4.) About 100 new AR quizzes were purchased this year, as well as 7 new Literacy Skills tests, which test more specific reading skills.
5.) The library collection was weeded to remove out-dated, incorrect, or unused items from the shelves. New materials were either ordered from book suppliers or obtained from donations. We added about 500 new books to the library and circulated 320,000 items.

6.) I ran a program called “Salmon in the Classroom”, where we raised 250 Coho salmon eggs to the stage where they could be released into Jovita Creek. Lessons regarding the salmon were taught, proper care of the salmon was shared with students, who delighted in feeding “our babies”. Unfortunately, most of the salmon did not survive past Inauguration day, so we discussed what might have happened…
7.) I continued the Battle of the Books program, expanded from being purely 6th grade or 5th/6th co-op. Now, students from 3rd, 4th, 5th, or 6th grade may participate and compete in the Battle of the Books program. This year, we had about 209 students participate on 46 teams. The 1st place team was 4th grade students, but the 2nd place team was a tie between two 3rd and 4th grade teams.
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8.) Handheld wireless responders were implemented in my library lessons, and all students (3rd and up) who used them were eager to use them in future lessons. I observed that students were more engaged and on-task during activities that usually have only one or two students answering all the questions. With the responders, all students were able to participate and submit answers, causing an increase in on-task behavior, and a potential increase in motivation. Students seemed to really be excited about this system and were disappointed when I only asked 2-3 questions where they were required to use the responders.

9.) After talking about the link between books and culture, I shared a lesson about Oriental Dance with the students. This is a style of dance unfamiliar to most of our students, but they got to experience it and connect with books about the countries where this dance is done, to get more information.

10.) I converted the Listening Center books from “Teacher only” check-out to allow student check-out. This increased circulation and also allowed our English Language Learners to have access to books they may not yet be able to read, but they could hear the book read to them.

11.) I applied for and received materials for a grant called “Picturing America” from the American Library Association and National Endowment of Humanities (a set of American History art prints and teacher resource book). This was used in the library and in classrooms to talk about art concepts and primary source information, as well as historical background of the various prints.

12.) I worked with other Firgrove staff to design the “Firgrove Loves to Read” reading program for the month of February. This program challenged our students to read ¼ million minutes during February and if this was achieved, our principals would have to spend the weekend in a tent in our parking lot.

13.) I worked with the Pope and Edgerton librarians and the Pierce County Library South Hill Children’s Librarians on a Small Project grant (from the Washington State Library) for materials and training to support the 5th grade CBA, which included:

a. Creating project boards to use for research, including compiling materials, creating headings, and putting the boards together

b. Researching, evaluating, choosing, and purchasing books to enhance the curriculum and be used with the CBA

c. Researching and collecting primary source information for the project boards and print resources

d. Coordinating a presentation by a living history presenter

e. Creating a teacher folder to contain printed resources for use with the CBA

f. Creating donation labels to go inside materials purchased for the grant – recognizing the funds provided by the Washington State Library and the Institute of Museum and Library Services.

g. Preparing 3 posters (Democratic Ideals, Primary Sources, and Secondary Sources)

Library Goals for 2009-10
I have been involuntarily transferred out of the library. If I were to be placed back in the library, the following would be my goals for the Firgrove library in the school year 2009-2010.
1.) Reading promotion will continue to be a primary goal of the Library program in 2009-10. Improving reading scores is a goal of our school, and I will continue to work on strategies to get our students to read more. Some plans related to reading promotion include:
· Battle of the Books (starting as soon as I get the new list) – for 3rd – 6th grade students

· Sharing different genres of books with students

· Continue with reading the Washington Children’s Choice Picture Book Award nominees

· Scholastic Book Fair promotion (November and March)

2.) Higher levels of collaboration with staff is a second goal. Areas I will focus on include:

· Continue to work with 5th grade teachers on the new CBA requirement

· Expand note-taking activities to include other reference materials
· Discussing classroom curriculum with teachers to see where various library lessons might fit best to support the lessons taught

3.) Continue communication with staff by continuing to send the library monthly memos via email

4.) Explore strategies for improving Library service for students and finding ways to encourage students to visit the library more often.

5.) Network with other school library professionals by attending the Washington Library Media Association conference (October) and the Northwest Council for Computer Education conference (February).

6.) Continue to share the Thinkfinity website with teachers and parents as the wonderful and rich resource that it is.

Thank you for your continued support,

Kimberly Rose

National Board Certified Teacher-Librarian
Firgrove Elementary School

“The purpose of the Library Media Program is to ensure that students … are effective users of ideas and information.” -Information Power

