Animal and Country Research Project

1. Material World (Peter Menzel)

a. Look at United States info, compare to China and Haiti (already looked at)

b. Comparisons

1) Literacy rate = percentage of class?

2) Birth rate = ?? in 1,000 is how many in our class

3) Death rate = ?? in 1,000 is how many in our class

c. Statistics – Almanac

1) TV’s – look at percentages

2. Relationship statements/Connections/Cause and Effect

a. Giraffe – long neck = why?

b. Turtle – shell = why?

c. Why do animals…

1) live where they do? 

1. Food?

2. Shelter?

3. Camouflage?

2) eat what they eat?

1. Habitat?

2. Physical characteristics?

3. Mouse research

a. Explain project

1) Identify areas to be found

1. ONLY from resource provided!

2) Relationship statements/connections

3) Citation format

b. Students DO the research and connection statements
4. Check Mouse research

a. Did they identify things properly?

b. Proper citation?

c. Get all the facts?

5. Discuss relationship statements/connections

a. Correct any misconceptions

6. Students choose animal (3 per animal)

a. Discuss required information and citation

b. Share website info with students (use Florida Panther site)

1) Mention range maps

c. Students DO the research and connection statements
7. Let students know which country they’ve been assigned (based on their animal choice)

a. Discuss required information and citation

b. Share website info with students (use United States site)

c. Students DO the research and connection statements

1) Possibly only takes 1 hour maximum?

8. Compare the United States and their country

a. Use China for example of chart

b. Students fill in their information

c. Students make 5 relationship statements comparing the two countries

9. PowerPoint storyboard

a. Slide requirements:

1) Title

2) Student’s name

3) Map of country

4) 5 graphs/charts comparing the US and their country  

 (Note: Format – Slide layout – double click on Excel chart – File – Import File – choose chart in file)

1. Life Expectancy at Birth

2. Literacy

3. Labor Force by occupation

4. TVs and Radios

5. Health Care (infant mortality, physicians, nurses)

5) 5 relationship statements related to country research

6) Information about their animal and a picture of the animal

7) 5 relationship statements related to animal research

8) Citations

1. Automatic ZERO without this slide!

10. Create PowerPoint (students MUST have a storyboard before they start their PowerPoint)

a. Capture a picture

1) Map

2) Picture of animal

b. Excel – make charts/graphs

1) Type of chart or graph

1. Pie chart = 100% data

2. Bar graph or Line graph = comparative data

2) How to do it

1. On separate worksheets

2. Save at the end (otherwise won’t see it in PowerPoint)

3) How to save it so it imports into PowerPoint

c. Oral presentation guidelines

1) Only have to talk on 2 slides

1. DON’T read everything on the slide

2. Bullet points – and student gives more details

a. Mouse research – Diet = bullet point (student talks about diet of mouse)

d. Students complete BASIC PowerPoint

11. Add enhancements to the PowerPoint

a. Slide Design template

b. Transitions – constant throughout presentation

1) DON’T switch up transitions – it distracts the viewer

c. Add music they’ve created?? (Probably not…)

1) Soundzabout

2) Garageband

12. Discuss Oral presentation rubric

13. Students present projects

14. After all projects are done = students choose what area of the world they’d like to study for Social Studies??

